
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
SPECIAL AND REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 
September 11, 2006 

 
The special meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 
September 11, 2006, was called to order at 5:20 p.m. by President Shirley Johnson in the 
Professional Development Center of the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge. 
 
Board Trustees Present:  Tom Eddy, Kathy Howland, Shirley Johnson, Linda Lueth, Wendy 

Mazer, Deb Polderman, and Jennifer Whistler 
 
Board Trustees Absent: None 
 
The Board received a presentation related to the Superintendent search from the Director of the 
Kalamazoo RESA Leadership Institute, Mr. Jim Rikkers.  Next, they discussed District goals and 
were provided an overview of recent SAT, ACT, and high school MEAP test results by the 
Assessment and Student Information Director, Mr. Dan Vomastek.  The Director of Curriculum 
and Professional Development, Ms. Denise Bresson, provided an update on math curriculum 
work. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Whistler, supported by Mrs. Polderman, that the Board of 
Education move into closed session for the purposes of discussing negotiations.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
The Board moved into closed session at 6:35 p.m. 
 
The Board returned to open session at 6:55 p.m. 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 
September 11, 2006, was called to order at 7:32 p.m. by President Johnson in the Community 
Room of the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  Before the Pledge, President Johnson 
requested a moment of silence be held in memory of those who lost their lives on September 11, 
2001.  She welcomed an audience of 16 people and all in attendance recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
The District Food Group was recognized for receiving the District of Excellence In Child 
Nutrition Award.  Assistant Superintendent for Operations, Mr. Tom Noverr introduced Ms. 
Maureen Ouvry, the Food Services Director for Vicksburg Community Schools, the Vice 
President of the Kalamazoo Chapter of School Nutrition Association, and representing the 
Michigan School Nutrition Association, who presented the award to the Portage Food Group 
Manager, Mr. Lance Gerry. 
 
Central High School teacher and advisor Mr. Mark Sutherland introduced Student Council 
member Mr. Kent White.  Mr. White presented a building activities update and plans for the 
2006/2007 school year. 
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A motion was offered by Mrs. Whistler, supported by Mrs. Lueth, that the minutes of the August 
21, 2006 special and regular meetings, the August 28, 2006 special meeting, and the September 1, 
2006 special meeting be approved.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Lueth, supported by Mrs. Howland, that the Board of Education 
approve the designation of $82,822 of unreserved School Service Fund balance at June 30, 2006 
for SOAR (Site Ownership of Athletic Revenues).  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Lueth, supported by Mr. Eddy, that the Board of Education approve 
the designation of $154,796 of unreserved General Fund balance at June 30, 2006 for future site 
based expenditures.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Lueth, supported by Mrs. Polderman, that the Board of Education 
approve the designation of $745,759 of unreserved General Fund balance at June 30, 2006 for 
West Middle School HVAC Replacement.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Polderman, supported by Mrs. Whistler, that the Board of 
Education approve the purchase of 25 Dell Precision 380 mini tower computers per quote 
#312607681 in an amount not to exceed $31,500.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Polderman, supported by Mrs. Lueth, that the Board of Education 
approve the purchase of 28 Mitsubishi XD460U DLP XGA Projectors from Intaglio at a cost not 
to exceed $49,420.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
President Johnson certified the two delegates (Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Mazer) and two alternates 
(Mr. Eddy and Mrs. Lueth) to the 2006 MASB Delegate Assembly. 
 
A motion was offered by Mr. Eddy, supported by Mrs. Whistler, that the Board of Education ratify 
the Portage Education Association contract for the 2006-2007 school year.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  Mr. Eddy and President Johnson thanked both sides of the negotiating team for the 
efforts in this regard and President Johnson stated how nice it is to start the new year with a 
contract. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Howland, supported by Mrs. Whistler, that the Board of Education 
approve the appointment of the following new teachers: Ms. Heather Almazan, Ms. Tressa 
Clemens, Ms. Malinda DeLeeuw, Ms. Karen DeVries, Ms. Amanda Hecker, Ms. Susan Lushin, 
Ms. Susan Pullo, Ms. Kjerste Smith, Ms. Michelle Tanis, and Mr. Kristopher Winkle.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Whistler, supported by Mrs. Howland, that the Board of Education 
approve the District Goals for the 2006-2007 school year.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Mazer, supported by Mrs. Howland, that the Board of Education 
approve the payment for Board member classes and conferences.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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This concluded the action portion of the agenda.  Mrs. Johnson then opened the meeting for 
comments. 
 
Mrs. Kathy Howland informed the audience that the 15th Annual Portage Athletic Foundation golf 
outing netted a profit of over $24,000.  She thanked the Board, Administration, staff, and sponsors 
for their support and participation and noted there were 50 sponsors and 126 golfers. 
 
President Johnson announced a Board Ad Hoc Search Committee has been formed to lead the 
search for our new superintendent.  This committee is chaired by Mr. Eddy and members are Mrs. 
Howland and Mrs. Whistler. 
 
Mr. Matt Brodie, 4263 Suffield Woods Ave., a parent, expressed concerns with sister kindergarten 
implementation at Waylee and transportation issues. 
 
Ms. Paula Mathieu, 1422 E. Centre Ave., owner of Little Tykes Daycare, explained the difficulty 
their business has keeping up with the District switching students’ assigned schools and pick up 
and drop off schedules. 
 
Ms. Melanie Kurdys, 2267 Preserve Blvd., a parent, discussed MEAP scores and report cards.  
Superintendent McFarlane suggested she contact the Assessment and Student Information Director, 
Mr. Dan Vomastek. 
 
Mayor Pete Strazdas congratulated the newest Board members for their election victories and 
President Johnson for taking on the task of Board President.  He acknowledged Superintendent 
McFarlane’s contributions to the District and offered congratulatory remarks on his pending 
retirement.  He challenged President Johnson and Superintendent McFarlane to hold another joint 
meeting between the Board and the City Council, to continue their collaborative efforts.  He 
informed the audience the City plans to work with both high schools this year to hold mock student 
elections for a “Mayor for a Day” and “City Council Members for a Day.”  He stated the plan is to 
actually incorporate this experience with the city government at a City Council meeting.  He also 
was pleased to share that he will be the guest speaker at the 50th Portage High School class reunion. 
 
Mr. Bob Schafer, 7667 Cobblewood Dr., a parent, discussed transportation concerns with his son’s 
schedule, noting his son is forced to miss some instructional time in order to ride the shuttle bus 
to/from class. 
 
Initiating the reports portion of the meeting, Mrs. Lueth presented the Treasurer’s Report of Bills 
Approved for Payment as of August 23, 2006 and August 24, 2006, General Fund bills in the 
amount of $2,720,187.07, Debt 1993 bills in the amount of $300.00, and Building & Site Fund 
bills in the amount of $35,920.00, for a grand total of $2,756,407.07. 
 
Superintendent McFarlane stated, “Even good school districts have lots to work on and school 
improvement planning is one item.”  He thanked Mayor Strazdas for stopping by in the great spirit 
of cooperation.  The Superintendent also thanked everyone who helped our school year get off to a 
good start: the custodians, secretaries, administrative staff, and teachers.  He thanked all the 
various groups that have participated in the discussions over the past year to gather input for a 
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District Facilities, Technology, and Redistricting plan and stated a quality District needs quality 
facilities.  Superintendent McFarlane thanked both sides of the table for their hard work and efforts 
in negotiating the 2006/07 Portage Education Association contract. 
 
Board Committee reports were given by Mrs. Howland regarding the Curriculum and School 
Improvement Committee, Mr. Eddy regarding the Facilities and Technology Committee, Mrs. 
Whistler regarding the Policy and Personnel Committee, Mrs. Lueth regarding the Finance 
Committee, and President Johnson regarding the Executive Committee. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Whistler, supported by Mrs. Lueth, that the Board of Education 
move the request for permission to the Northern High School Choirs to plan a trip to Honolulu, 
Hawaii from June 26 to July 1, 2007, to an action item.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Polderman, supported by Mrs. Lueth, that the Board of Education 
grant permission to the Northern High School Choirs to plan a trip to Honolulu, Hawaii from June 
26 to July 1, 2007.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A brief legislative update was received from Mrs. Whistler pertaining to a Senate Bill sent to the 
Education Committee mandating full day kindergarten. 
 
A motion was offered by Mr. Eddy, supported by Mrs. Howland, that the Board of Education 
move into closed session for the purposes of discussing a student reinstatement.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
The Board moved into closed session at 9:12 p.m. 
 
The Board returned to open session at 9:28 p.m. 
 
A motion was offered by Mrs. Howland, supported by Mrs. Polderman, that the Board of 
Education reinstate the student whose name was known to the Board under conditions outlined in 
Board Policy #5350.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Edna Kent 
Recording Secretary 


